* 




WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 

1~. An illumination apparatus /comprising: 
an LED light source; 
a light guide plate hav/ng a groove portion for 
receiving said LED light source, and character portions 
formed by concave portions or convex portions with 
desired shapes, said character portions being provided 
on a back surface of safid light guide plate; and 

a b ase membe r covering said back surface and said 
groove portion of sai/d lig h~t guide plate, said base 
member being bonded /to said light guide plate in a 
circumferential edge portion of said base member. 

2. An illumination apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said gropve portion is formed in said back 
surface of said/light guide plate. 



An illumination apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said light guide plate and said base member are 
made of one ajhd the sani e material / and said light guide 
plate and sfid base member are bonded to each other by 
we 1 di ng . 



4. An |llumination apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein /said character portions are constituted by 
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convex portions, and a sec om d groove portion is 
provided in said back surface of said light guide plate 
so as to follow outer c/rcumferences of said convex 
portions . 

5. An i 1 lumi na t i cfn apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein a metal l/yer is formed on said character 
portions, or on pa id back surface of said light guide 
plate except po/tions where said character portions are 
formed . 

6. An i 1 j/imi na t i on apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein a /light emission observable surface of said 
base memj/er has light refle ctio n property. 

7. An illumination apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said il/umination apparatus is a scuff plate 
installed on c/ side step portion of a car. 



8. An illuminatioiy apparatus comprising: 
an LED light £ o urce; 

a light guicLp plate having a groove portion for 
receiving said LI/D light source, and character portions 
formed by concave portions or convex portions with 
desired shape/, said character portions being provided 
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on a back surface of said ligljt guide plate; and 

a base member covering s/id back surface and said 
groove portion of said lighpc guide plate; 

wherein said base meinper is hermetically bonded 
to said light guide plat/ in a circumferential edge 
portion of said base mdriber, thereby hermetically 
sealing said LED lighter source. 
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9. An illumination apparatus according to Claim 8, 
wherein said groovJe portion is formed in said back 
surface of said lAght guide plate. 

10. An illumination apparatus according to Claim 8, 
wherein said li/jht guide plate and said base member are 
made of one anfl the same material, and said light guide 
plate and sai/d base member are bonded to each other by 
welding . 
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11. An illumination apparatus according to Claim 8, 
wherein said character portions are constituted by 
convex portions, and a second groove portion is 
provided in said back surface of said light guide plate 
so as/to follow outer circumferences of said convex 
por t/on s . 
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12. An illumination/apparatus according to Claim 8, 
wherein a metal layir is formed on said character 
portions, or on sa id back surface of said light guide 
plate except port/ons where said character portions are 
formed . 




13. An illumination apparatus according to Claim 8, 
wherein a liAht emission observable surface of said 
base member/has light reflection property. 

14. An illumination apparatus according to Claim 8, 
wherein saiya illumination apparatus is a scuff plate 
installed Ion a side step portion of a car. 

15. A illumination apparatus according to Claim 8, 
wherein a flange pp r t i o n is formed in a circumferential 
edge portion of /aid light guide plate, and an end wall 
of said circum/erential edge portion of said base 
member is bonded to said flange portion. 
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iprising a light permeable sheet member 



16. A illumination apparatus according to Claim 8, 
further coi 

provided c/n a emission observable surface side of said 
light gutfde plate. 
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